Traumatic separation of a type I bipartite patella: a report of four knees.
Four knees in three patients with traumatic separation of a Type I bipartite patella are reported. Sudden anterior knee pain and an audible pop occurred at the time of the injury and the patients had aching or dull pain before the traumatic episode. Previous aching or dull pain led us to differentiate this type of injury from a usual transverse fracture. A round fracture line seen on the radiographs also led us to differentiate this type of injury from a stress fracture. Accordingly, the diagnosis of a traumatic separation of a Type I bipartite patella was confirmed. This is the first report of a traumatic separation of a Type I bipartite patella to our knowledge.